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It’s been a very long Spring Term. The Easter holidays can impact significantly on term time and this 
year is particularly noticeable as it has made the Spring term an unusually drawn out affair. So much 
so that within two weeks of returning Year 11 and Year 13 will be sat taking their first written 
examinations. This has meant a lot of intense intervention and revision in preparation during the 
Easter term.  

Examination performance is frequently not about knowledge but about exam technique and mental 
resilience. This can be particularly noticeable in Maths and I have been delighted to see the Maths 
department engaging with Derby University to give students some strategies for managing exam 
anxiety. The suite of exam preparation assemblies that I run with Year 11 have also focused on 
‘mindset’, exploring how to manage emotions, resilience, motivation and simple psychological ideas 
that help in developing the right mindset for success. Demands on teachers and students in the 
modern era are extremely high and potentially damaging so we are working constructively to ensure 
that student and staff well-being is given as much priority as the relentless drive from the 
government that continues to emphasise grades over developing the ‘whole person’. As the school 
evolves we will be exploring further how to build resilience and mental health management 
strategies into our curriculum. 

Running in parallel with our well-organised exam preparation schedule has been the continued 
shambles of the BREXIT strategy. I frequently look at the people who run our country and feel 
somewhat let down by the lack of role-models that our young people have. Politicians have 
normalised poor use of social media (poor language, ill-advised expressions of personal views, 
slander, muck-raking etc.) and the media in general when they should be demonstrating higher levels 
of integrity and dignity in their conduct; no matter what their views. They should be the bastions of 
good conduct but now seem more intent on curating shallow celebrity status profiles through ill-
informed sound bites, media manipulation and public publicity stunts. Where my generation has 
failed I hope a new generation will succeed. This makes my job and the job of schools even more 
critical in the modern era. Integrity and authenticity, I hope, will be part of the new wave of younger, 
more considered and thoughtful, politicians. With all of the leadership development activities we 
offer to our young people (see them in this issue) I hope we are doing our bit! 

Elsewhere in this issue of Paget Pride you can read about our impressive Sixth Form enrichment 
programme, the new cricket facilities, success in debating and Young Enterprise competitions and 
the impact of SAM learning on home practice as well as some revision hints and tips for all of our 
Year 11 and Year 13 students knuckling down to their revision schedules over the coming weeks. We 
wish them all the very best in their pursuit of excellence! 

Ian Brierly - Headteacher 

SPRING HAS SPRUNG!



Our Sixth Form enrichment programme has seen a number of 
visits and workshops this half term with lecturers from 
Staffordshire University and Keele University leading sessions in 
school and at the University campuses.   
  
Students with an interest in Psychology and or the medical 
profession attended a session with Dr. Amy Burton where they 
discussed a number of psychological quandaries for example: Is 
laughter really the best medicine? Can owning a pet make you 
healthier? In the session students explored how psychology can 
be used to improve people’s health. 

  
Meanwhile our scientists explored how 
science is helping forensic investigators with the Salisbury 
poisonings. They attended a Build Your Own Lego® Colorimeter 
workshop born out of the increasing concern surrounding the 
“black box problem”.  With the continual advancement in 
scientific technologies, operating complex science equipment 
has become as simple as pressing a couple of buttons and 
waiting for the machine to display a value. Unfortunately, this 
does not allow the operator to fully appreciate the underlying 
science that affords them the luxury of a “click and read” 
process. By removing this “black box” and unveiling what is 
going on, as well as giving our students a chance to physically 
build and test their own colorimeter, they gained a deeper and 
broader understanding of the underlying physics and chemistry 

principle, removing the veil of “mystery” that often surrounds this complex piece of scientific 
equipment. 
  
During our termly progress meetings a number of students 
had expressed an interest in policing and forensics; as a 
result a session was led by The School of Law, Policing 
and Forensics from Staffordshire University. Students 
investigated the Shannon Matthews abduction and explored 
aspects of crime scene investigation, fingerprint comparison 
& identification, and forensic document analysis. Meanwhile 
students who wish to read law at university have been 
developing strong links with lecturer David Simmonds at 
Staffordshire University. He has delivered a session on 
international law and has invited a group of students to a mock trial at the university’s 

dedicated courtroom. 

This summer we have a number of students applying to 
summer schools with Russell Group Universities. A group 
of Year 12 students have applied to the Sutton Trust to 
attend fully funded summer schools this July, with Kings 
College London being a popular choice. Students have 
applied for programmes in Law, Medicine and Biological 
Science. Applications have now closed and we look 
forward to receiving the results of their applications.  

Sixth Form Enrichment



Active Revision  Part 1



The DofE students have been working very hard throughout this 
term on their skills as individuals and as team players. They have 
been learning how to cook on a Trangia, how to put up up tents, 
how to negotiate a map, how to pack a rucksack effectively  and the 
importance of First Aid. Both the Bronze and Silver awards have 
their practice expeditions after the Easter break and are all looking 
forward to the experience. A huge thank you to all staff and parents 
who give so freely of their time to support our D of E cohort.

Our Sixth Formers continue to be a positive 
presence around the school, contributing to 
the wider school community through our new 
peer mentoring programme iGrow. The 
mentors attended training for 10 hours with 
Mr. Workman and Mr. Dales. They explored 
issues associated with bullying, self-esteem 
and exam stress. The programme has been 
praised by YMCA mediator Peter O’Reilly 
who has approached the team to trial a peer 
mediator programme in the Autumn Term. 
The training package will then be rolled out 
to other schools in the local area.

iGrow

Duke Of Edinburgh



Say Two Production of Macbeth

On Wednesday 19th December, Paget Pals treated all KS3 and KS4 students to an 
abridged version of William Shakespeare’s play Macbeth by Say Two Productions 
Ltd.

Accompanying the two performances, actors from the company talked about what 
life was like in Jacobean England and got students involved in sword fighting and 
directing the banqueting scene. 

Student responses:

 “It was funny. It felt like they covered all the main ideas in quite a short space of 
time.” 

“When they were talking about the different swords, it was good that they let some 
students have a go against the actors.”

“If you were sitting right in the front, the man playing the porter spat right on your 
shoes! When he was being drunk he was spitting water all over the place - he was 
lethal.”

Macbeth



Ladies U15 Cricket Team

Our new facilities are already paying 
dividends as our U15 Ladies cricket 
team have recently proven.   

An absolute fantastic performance by 
our U15 team ensured an impressive 
win against formidable opposition 
during the local Cricket competition 
on Tuesday 19th March. This meant a 
place in the County finals the 
following week. We reached the final  
and only narrowly missed out on 
reaching the National finals. The 
team played with great resilience and 
pride and were a credit to Paget High 
School.

So, where did all that ‘sugar tax’ money go that the 
government started to collect early last year? Well 
some of it was released to the education sector to 
support projects that encourage healthy lifestyles in 
young people in schools. Staffordshire County Council 
thus requested bids to support projects in maintained 
schools last summer. 

After some thought Mr Brierly identified a lack of 
cricket facilities within the school. After a quick 
consultation with the PE department a ‘wish list’ of 
facilities was agreed upon. This included an outdoor 
cricket strip, outdoor practise nets and indoor practise 
nets. We submitted our bid in the summer term and 
awaited an outcome.   

Early in the Autumn term we were informed that our bid 
had been successful -  in its entirety! Paget High has 
now installed a full compliment of cricket facilities.

Hit ‘em for six!

Read more from Mr Garland later in this issue



ACTIVE REVISION is key to a successful run up to examinations. This involves taking knowledge that you 
struggle to remember and reworking it into different media with the aim of reducing it down to a few 

‘trigger’ keywords or ideas. Combine this with exam question practise and you have an effective revision 
schedule. 

The example below outlines how Mr Brierly’s son remembered a presentation on ‘Cheese’ whilst he was at 
primary school. Note the different ways of presenting the information - this helps the brain to remember 

and the learning has a greater tendency to ‘stick’.

Collect knowledge

REDUCE AGAIN to 
POST-ITs

REDUCE to keywords

These act as TRIGGERS

Take a TOPIC
REDUCE to

POWERPOINT SLIDE

CUE cardsCreate a MINDMAP

MIND MAP

POST ITs

VISUALISATION

Create a VISUALISATION

Active Revision Part 2

Revision guide

Internet

Notes

Finally  
EXAM QUESTION 

PRACTISE 
PRACTISE 
PRACTISE!



Pushing Boundaries
Winter cricket training in our new indoor nets has been a resounding success, with many 
players reaping the benefits of regular practice and great facilities.  From new faces, like Siân and 
Aiman, to regulars of last year's highly competitive Y7 team, like Ali, Uzair, Dayaan and Razan. 
We've seen growth in both their cricketing ability and transferable skills, such as resilience, 
discipline and cooperation.  

Both the school and several local clubs (including Trentside, Rolleston and Dunstall) will surely be 
proud of the work ethic that these students have put in to improve, for themselves and ahead of the 
coming cricket season.

As we move into the summer term these cricket sessions will continue, with us moving outside to 
take advantage of our recently installed pitch and outdoor nets, and for matches against other 
schools.  These will be both away and, for the first time in a number of years, at home.

Mr Garland

Library Update
The refresh of the school library continues, with most of the new furniture now in 
place.  New desks have been installed which will allow us to easily change the 
layout to meet multiple uses of the space, and armchairs and sofas are in situ for 
those who wish to find a comfy spot to quietly read.  With the majority of students 
now doing most of their research online, we have streamlined the non-fiction 
book catalogue, which has benefited us with some added space to expand the 
fiction we offer.  This includes a new graphic novel section, and a number of 
shelves of contemporary adult fiction to support our high achievers in KS3, and 
encourage those in KS4/5 to take a little break from study once in a while (so 
they don't get exam season burnout!).  More new titles will be arriving in the 

summer term, along with a fresh lick of paint, and staff and students will be collaborating on some new 
artwork for the walls.  We have had nothing but positive feedback from faculty, students and visitors alike, 
and saw nearly 600 books taken out in the first 3 months of this year.  - Mr Garland



Paget students have been 
raising money for a number of 
charities this year. We have 
raised funds for MIND, 
Children In Need and the 
local YMCA. We have also 
introduced a new charity that we 
have supported this year called: 
The Penny Appeal.  

This charity was brought to our 
attention by a Year 11 student 
who gave us some contact 
details. As a result Yaseen 
Sheilah contacted us and after 
visiting for an assembly is now 
working with our Sixth Form to 

develop a range of leadership 
and altruistic skills through their Student Humanities Project. 

The Penny Appeal way of doing charity is simple - they take small change and make a BIG 
difference with it! 

Their unique approach makes charitable giving affordable and rewardable, and allows them to 
transform lives in ways that cost just a few pennies each day. 

Donations provide aid to poor and needy people in over 30 crisis-hit countries worldwide. This 
helps to build wells, care for orphans, deliver urgent medical aid and healthcare, provide nutritious 
meals, open schools, orphanages and mosques, care for the elderly and much more. 

In total Paget students have raised around £2500 for charities since September. This looks set to 
increase by the end of the year which will give us our first charity goal to be exceeded in 
2019/2020 as we ramp up our charity fund-raising profile.

Charity Update



Higher Horizons+ is a collaborative 
network of eleven Universities and Colleges 
who work together to engage and support 
schools with outreach activities as part of 
the National Collaborative 
Outreach Programme. They work 

in targeted secondary schools and 
colleges throughout Staffordshire, 
Shropshire and Cheshire.  

Earlier in the term they worked 
with our Year 9 students on a 
series of activities designed to get 
them thinking about Higher 
Education and university life.  

This was coupled with a series of activities 
exploring the purpose and set up of a 
university. Students were involved in creating 
their own university campus: designing a 
university logo, relevant courses and an 

appropriate physical campus. Each 
team then presented their new 
University to the rest of the year group. 
Each presentation also had to include 
an outline of the perfect student, a 
marketing strategy and justify the 
endorsement of a chosen celebrity. It 
was impressive to see our students 
work so creatively and at an incredible 
pace 

Students left the 
event with many 
insights into what  
university life might 
offer them and the 
types of skill sets and 
qualifications needed 
to apply for relevant 
courses.

Higher Horizons



Emily went to 6th Form after completing school and then 
went to Keele University and studied Psychology and 
Criminology achieving a 2.1 Joint Hons Degree. She is 
a fully qualified Careers Adviser achieving the Level 3, 
4 and 6 in Careers Information, Advice and Guidance. 
Emily has worked for the careers service for 14 years.

Welcome To Paget High ….



The School Executive Team have been 
extremely busy this year. After negotiating nominations 
for membership they have been involved in supporting 
parents evenings, showing staff and parents around the 
school, supporting extra-curricular events and feeding 
back to the senior leadership team on issues that  
concern them and ways the school could improve. As 
part of their membership they have also undertaken 
leadership development with a local leadership trainer 
who has worked with numerous companies locally 
including our own school staff. 

This training involved activities such as the ‘elevator 
pitch’ and a range of team building and practical problem 
solving activities (involving marshmallows and straws!). 
Leadership qualities such as confidence, listening , 
o r g a n i s a t i o n a n d 
presentation skills were all 
explored and practised as 
well as how to present and 
sell yourself as a valuable 
team player.  

Student Executive Team (SET)



On 
Thursday 
14th 
February, 
the 
Geography 
department 
took 46 
students to 
Preston 
Montford, 
near 
Shrewsbury to carry out two days of fieldwork. On day one, our students analysed three 
different sites along the river at Carding Mill Valley to investigate where had the greatest risk 
of flooding and why. On day two, students visited two 
contrasting residential areas of Shrewsbury, where 
they analysed differences in quality of life and the 
possible reasons for this. This primary data collection 
was then further supported by secondary data 
research, back in the classroom at the Preston 
Montford Field Studies Centre.  

We had a brilliant time and students gained valuable 
information from the day residential visits, which will 
be incredibly valuable when students sit their GCSE 
Geography examination next year. 

On 18th March our Sixth Form visited Keele University to 
participate in  a psychological experiment in a specially 
designed Escape Room. The teams attended a lecture on 
the psychology of superheroes and an hours escape room 
challenge in which they had to  solve  puzzles and unravel a 

sinister plot. 

The students 
experienced elements of 
campus life and received 
advice on university 
applications in 
preparation for the  the 
process of structuring 
their personal 
statements in the 

summer term for the UCAS  application procedure.

Year 10 Geography Field Trip

Escape Room



As with any aspect of life punctuality and attendance are critical for 
success. The table below shows a clear and obvious correlation between 
attendance at school and examination success.


A child who regularly has 1/2 a day off every two weeks would 
miss the equivalent of six weeks of education over five years. In the 
world of work this would result in warnings and eventually dismissal. 


Attendance and punctuality are all about developing good habits that 
stay with you for life. If a young person regularly misses school for reasons 
other than medically diagnosed issues then this can lead to issues with work 
attendance in later life as an attendance ‘habit’ can develop.


It will surprise no-one that high attendance equates to a better education which gives 
our young people better life chances, greater opportunities and better control over their life choices.

95.5

Attendance



On Tuesday this week the debating team competed in the final of the Burton Inter-School Debating 
competition against de Ferrers …. and won! 

The judges, who ranged from local councillors to members of the Civic Society, said that whilst both 
teams had done exceptionally well, Paget were the "clear winners".  It is also worth noting that on two 
occasions a debater from our team has been unofficially crowned 'speaker of the debate'.  

The team comprises of Eva Bailey, Hannah - Mai Brown, Lily Dangerfield and Jayden Gilholy.  They 
worked exceedingly hard at a stressful time in their lives to ensure that Paget High School was shown in 
a superb light.  

Ms Sharp

The Young Enterprise team attended the yearly trade fair at The World of Wedgwood on Saturday to sell 
their wares and undertake an interview ready for the finals.  Their trade stand was a work of art and the 
team were very professional.  
  
Following this the team was entered into the finals competition again at Wedgwood on Wednesday 
evening.  After battling hard all evening against some extremely tough competition from across 
Staffordshire they did not quite take away the trophy this year.  However they were mentioned positively 
in judging for their clear determination and hard work.  Well done to Mia Morris, Dawda Saidy, James 
Key and Hamish Norton, you did Paget proud. 

Mr Griffin 

Debating Matters

Young Enterprise Finalists



Practice Makes Permanent!

   &  
Since last year, students at Paget have been using SAM Learning to support their home practice 
and intervention.  

  

 

 

 

 

Through practice, students have been earning points 
towards rewards they can use to customise their online 

avatar. 

 

In September 2018, we had students having only 3 hours and 39 
minutes of set task per week on average being set and 51% of the 
students logging in regularly to do their online work.  

Now by March 2019 students now have on average 26 hours and 
44 minutes of work set online per week, and 92% of students are 
actively logging in regularly. Up 41%! With an average score of 
73% 

We have rewarded over 100 students who have achieved the best SAM Learning scores. 

 

With so many opportunities to practice what they 
have learnt in lessons, SAM Learning has been 
crucial in driving forward success. Year 11 
students have been working hard, using it 
for revision. So, keep it up and remember… 

Practice makes 
permanent! 

TOP 10 STUDENTS! Year and 
Form 

SAM Learning 
Points 

Aaliya Batool 8P 61834 
Fatima Fatima 8P 58923 
Nimra Mahfooz 7E 57919 
Asiya Begum 7E 56278 
Saabi Ullah 9G 50854 
Jayden Gilholy 11T 45534 
Thomas Spencer 11E 45206 
Annabelle Turner 11P 41300 
Amaan Islam 11E 38557 
Asad Mir 11P 38021 

 

“SAM learning is a great way to do 
homework we get set it every week and it 
ranges from Science to Design and 
Technology. SAM learning helps us revise 
and learn about our subjects in a fun way 
and exciting way.” - Jay Palmer Year 9 

 



Maths anxiety is a diagnosable condition and it can impact on 
performance. Paget is very lucky to have a leading specialist in 
this area on its doorstep - Dr Thomas Hunt, Senior Lecturer in 
Psychology from the University of Derby. 

Dr Hunt ran a session recently with 30 Year 11 students from 
Paget and 10 visiting students from Thomas Alleynes giving 
practical advice on dealing with the issue.  

His top tips include:  

Expressive writing (and this will help with English!): writing down worries and fears is a 
great stress reliever. Studies have shown that the more anxiety-related words used, the 
better the maths performance. 

Reappraisal: anxiety is normal and should be seen as the positive impetus to do well. 
Visualising the maths exam as a challenge and not a threat has been shown to lower 
maths anxiety. 

Focused Breathing: we learnt how to breathe properly! Before tackling that tricky six 
point question, forget about the exam for 30 seconds and focus on your breathing - put 
your hands under your rib-cage, breath in through your nose whilst pushing your stomach 
OUT and then breath out through the mouth. This needs to be practised and will bring 
health benefits too! 

Cognitive Restructuring: a complicated way of addressing beliefs you may hold which 
are simply not true. For example “I can’t do this” usually means “I FEEL I can’t do this”. 
Change your thinking! 

Eliminating myths: being creative does not mean you will be poor at maths. The brain is 
not neatly split into maths and non-maths people. 

In the follow up session after Easter, we will be examining the benefits of making mistakes, freeing 
up short term working memory, focusing on maths problems rather than the time it takes and how 
we can reward ourselves for a job well done! 

Mr Grady

Maths Anxiety Workshop
Big Bloomin’ Question:  

What prevents students from doing well in the exam hall 
when they may be doing brilliant mathematics in the 

classroom?



Paget Abroad!

The final visit of the two year Erasmus+ 
project was to Cyprus from 31st March 
to 6th April 2019. Four students, all 
Year 12, visited the Gymnasium 
Agias Paraskevis School. Students 
from our partners in Poland, Portugal, 
and Italy were also represented. We were 

welcomed by students from the school, in 
traditional costume performing, in song and dance, a traditional 
Cypriot welcome. 

During the week at the school, students individually presented mini-
lessons, covering different topics, i.e.: ‘About Me’ and ‘Tolerance and 
Discrimination’. They also worked in three mixed groups to produce 
presentations on areas that we visited during the week. This was an 
excellent opportunity to overcome language barriers, work with comparative strangers, and 
produce the finished work on time using different Web Tools.  

Our students, Will Gladwin, Safaa Kadiri, Namrha Nadeem and Charlotte Wood all 
presented extremely well, 
impressing particularly the 
Cypriot teachers and the 
other students. They grew 
in confidence throughout 
the week, and each of 
them overcame different 
challenges to enter into the 
project wholeheartedly. 
Each of them commented 
how this experience, and 
the skills used here  would 
be a benefit to them in the 
future as they look ahead 
to university, and life beyond Paget. Seeing how different schools operate was also an eye-
opener for our students; not least the 07:30 start to the school day!! 



Although there’s been little, to no sign, 
of snow during the opening months of 
2019 it did not stop our sixth formers 
creating their own snow people as  

part of the Christmas 
celebrations.

“Good morning, 

We had the pleasure of hosting one of 
your students on our 5 day residential 
trip to Liverpool Science Park and I 
wanted to drop you a quick email to 
say that he was a credit to your 
school. 

Our director, Dr Natalie Kenny, 
has signed off William’s DofE 
Gold Residential award and I 
have attached a reference that 
I believe might be of some 
use when preparing his 
UCAS form. I have also 
attached some photographs 

for you to see what your pupil was 
getting up to during his time spent in 
our laboratories.” 

DR Natalie Kenny  

Final Words …

As you can see we 
had quite a varied 
interpretation of the 
brief from each tutor 

group!
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