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Practice Makes Permanent!
Welcome to the first edition of Paget Pride Magazine. We aim to publish Paget Pride at 
the end of each term and it will supplement our e-news bulletin.  Paget Pride aims to 
share with you all the positive experiences that our students have been involved in across 
each term. It is a celebration of what we are as a learning community. 

I’ve now been in post for two terms and remain highly optimistic about the future of the 
school. Year 11 responded incredibly well to the enhanced revision programme which we 
launched in January and their use of the SAM learning revision tool was exceptional; so 
much so that we will now be granting the whole school access from September. This 
leads me nicely to one of our new changes for September: the introduction of ‘HOME 
PRACTICE’. 

Homework has many negative connotations attached to it. Students are frequently 
exposed to very successful people through the media and in their daily lives. Pop stars 
such as Beyonce and Ed Sheeran look like they just strolled into the music scene straight 
into fame and fortune. What the students don’t see is the hardship they had to endure and 
the hours and hours of practice they had to put in to become as good as they are. To be 
the best takes practice. To truly learn something well so it ‘sticks’ you need to practice. 
Practice also requires and develops self-discipline, determination and resilience. So, we 
will no longer set pointless, demotivating homework, we will be setting home practice 
instead. Tasks will be focused on making learning ‘stick’, particularly at Key Stage 3.  To 
this end we will also be adding to our e-learning platform along side SAM learning 
packages that allow students to home practice AT WILL. So if they wish to do more they 
can. We believe that this policy will allow students to exceed targets and develop the 
self-motivation we know is characteristic of successful individuals. As the English Football 
team recently demonstrated : hard graft and constant practice DO make a difference.

Of course the Home Practice Policy is just one of the changes for September. A new 
uniform , a change in the school day, Year areas, the ‘Thought for the Week’, distinctive 
Year group assemblies, more parental surveys , Attitude To Learning awards, and a staff 
learning culture will all be launched in what will be Paget High’s greatest overhaul for 
some time. We believe these changes will raise expectations which in turn will raise 
academic standards. I have yet to see anything that marks Paget students out as young 
people unable to succeed; if anything I have seen quite the opposite – a student body with 
a passion for learning and a real desire to do well.

None of this would be possible without one of the best staff I have ever had the privilege 
to work for and with. Any change is challenging but the staff have been a font of positive 
support since my arrival and they are driven by one key notion: to do the best for Paget 
students. We will continue to : Be Proud, Aim High, Work Hard!

Have a healthy and restful summer.

Ian Brierly – Headteacher - June 2018



Paget’s Got Talent!

Ten acts battled it out on a quality evening of entertainment in front of a full house to decide 
this year’s PGT winner. Dance acts, solo singers and instrumentalists all contributed to a 

fabulous evening of variety and quality. Hat’s off to Kelsey and Jasmine who were crowned 
PGT’s winners for 2018.
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Staff from CCU and the Environment Agency worked together to deliver a 1 hour flood resilience 
session to 136 year 7 students over 2 days.  

Burton upon Trent is a town at risk of flooding; while the existing flood defences protect the town, 
the Environment Agency is spending £17million to upgrade them to offer better protection to the 
people and businesses in the town.

By helping young people become aware of the risk of flooding and the devastating effect it can 
have on a community we are enabling them to be able to prepare themselves and their family 
should flooding happen.

The materials being used include the Flood Snakes and Ladders Game, developed by Lancaster 
University working with young people who have been flooded, giving them a voice to share their 
experiences and help others - as part of the CUIDAR European Project. This game uses research 
material gathered with children and young people who were directly affected by flooding in 
England. The Interactive Snakes and Ladders game uses words, pictures and models from the 
young people.

All students really enjoyed the session and were able to explain how they would feel if they were 
involved in a flood, why flooding can be so dangerous and a number of ways that communities can 
prepare for the event of a flood. 

They all completed a questionnaire at the beginning and end of the session to show what they had 
learnt; here are some of the results:

• Before the session 29% of students were able to check if they live in an area at risk from 
flooding; at the end of the session this had risen to 92% of students

• Before the session 14% of students were aware of what a grab bag is; after the session this had 
risen to 94%

• 92% of students were able to name 3 ways to be prepared before a flood event 
• 100% of students are now able to explain why flood water is dangerous

Flood Awareness



The Paget Pals Summer Fayre braved the sweltering temperatures to 
deliver a feast of fayre favourites! Tombolas, cake stands, local craft 
merchandise and fun stalls all combined to create a marvellous community 
evening with over fifty stalls and activities. A huge thanks to Paget Pals, our 
modern day PTA, for their hard work and unerring commitment to making 
the event such a great success.

Summer Fayre



Sports Day

With great weather came a great Sports day. Outstanding efforts from all students taking part and 
great encouragement from those supporting their teams. The sense of competitiveness together 

with the number of students taking part was amazing to see. 
The Sports Day shield 2018 went to 8P (Mrs Davies) for the 2nd year in a row! 

A fantastic day full of true sportsmanship! Well done to you all.  Bring on Sports Day 2019!



Arts for Arts sake!
Year 12 A level Art and Design students visited 
the End of Degree Art Exhibition at Derby 
University in June.

The aim was to show students what the next path 
in education could be and to research possible 
starting points for their final project. Our students 
were given a guided tour, viewing work from Fine 
Art, Textiles, Sculpture and Instillation art 
students. 

Our students were highly impressed and inspired 
by the work that they saw.

Year 10 experimental art work in which they 
have used a range of media to produce 
reproductions of objects or image they have 
found. As they practise becoming more 
confidant in using a range of media in their work 
they will become more creative when producing 
ideas for examination work. Which will 
ultimately lead to this ….

GCSE ART SUBMISSIONS 2018



Mathspirational!
Some of our highest performing Maths students 
enjoyed a day trip to the heart of academia in 
England : Cambridge University. 

“Last month, a few selected students from year 9 & 
10 were privileged enough to go on a day trip to 
Cambridge university. While we were there, we 
watched two separate presentations/lectures about 
maths, and it’s philosophy, and the general feed back 
from I as a student that attended and my peers was 
that of interest. The topics that were discussed were 
captivating, and applied many formulae, equations 
and mathematical concepts to real life situations, 
such as sine waves and how they are vital for       
tele-communication. In addition, not just maths was 
discussed, as one lecturer spoke about acoustics and 
the viewpoints of physicists vs mathematicians upon 
certain scientific arguments. Also, besides from the 
learning, we were given a chance to explore the city 
of Cambridge during our lunch hour and take pictures 
of the numerous historical sights. Overall, it was a 
spectacular field trip and myself and the other 
students who went found it to be very useful, as well 
as fun “ – Jayden – Year 10

The Maths faculty are also pushing the boundaries of 
effective teaching by actively seeking out academic 
research opportunities. Next year sees Paget Maths 
involved in four research projects each of which will 
bring revenue into the school whilst benefitting our 
students directly:

1) Maths in context – run by the University of Nottingham

2) Sixth form Basic Maths Premium Pilot funded by the 
DFE and the National Centre for Social Research..

3) Realistic Maths Education run by Manchester 
Metropolitan University

4) Confidence in Maths – a metacognition (or how we 
learn) study run by the University of Leicester.

All of this University input serves to expose our students to 
the the world of academic research and University life whilst 
enhancing our own teaching in Mathematics.

STAR MOMENT!
Mrs Brown training with TV 

Maths legend
Jonny Ball (Father of Zoe) !



Goodbye Year 11!



Year 8 - CPR Training

Year 8 have been taking part in a  number of challenges 
throughout the year as part of the traditional Paget Year 8 
Challenge Year. This has involved all of the students working as 
teams in their Form Groups, to complete challenges in the hope 
of achieving points for their Form. Each Form is named after 
superheroes. 

The challenges have included designing posters, creating a lip 
sync video to a song of their choice, a scavenger hunt, quizzes, 
sports day and a morning of activities including the egg and 
spoon race. One of their final challenges has enabled all 
students to learn life saving skills. On Friday 6th July 2018, each 
Form Group were taught how to carry out CPR and what to do in 
an emergency. They were taught by doctors from Burton Hospital 
and were part of a national initiative to equip all school children 
with life saving skills. 

Throughout all of the challenges, Year 8 have displayed fantastic 
team working skills as well as a determination to succeed.  



Year 10 : Out & About!
A huge thank you to all the local employers who took our Year 10 students 
under their wing to enable them to develop some work experience. Year 10 

went out en-masse during the last week of June all across Burton. From 
garden centres to garages, primary schools to toy shops. Feedback was 

excellent with some students even securing weekend work.

Work experience was swiftly followed by the Year 10 Reward Day trip to 
London. Many students braved the sweltering heat to enjoy a well earned 

reward for their efforts throughout Year 10.  



 Music in Motion

The music department recently ran a show case of our musical talent giving 
students a vital opportunity to perform in front of an audience.  A mix of solo 
and group performances enchanted our guests.

Well done to : Jasmine , Leah , Amber , Kelsey, Binaee, Sufiya , 
Terri-Ann, Jack , Kiran , Katie , Jorja , Eva , Hope , Molly , Katie  
and Evie.

As a result of the recent 
developments and music 
initiatives that our Head of Music 
Ms Sargent has instigated since 
arriving at Paget we have now 
been awarded the North West 
Midlands Music Hub Silver award 
for Excellence in Music 
Provision. This is a fabulous 
achievement and underlines our 
commitment to the Arts and our 
belief that they are critical in the 
development of self-expression 
in young people.



Can a Novel be Written in a Week?

That was the question, or the challenge posed to seven Year  9 students in May.  Maher, one of the 
seven, picks up the story.

“When first being told that I had the chance to write my own book I was happy for the opportunity but, 
as English isn’t my favourite subject, I didn't think it was going to be very fun. However, once starting 
the project I saw a different side to things, as I was having fun as well as working very hard to make 
the best book possible.  The most fun part was spending the whole week writing a book with my 
friends, and overcoming the challenges we faced as a group as well as individually.  This also 
showed me that all challenges can be used as a learning experience, and that seven brains are 
better than one!  I think the most challenging part was facing problems we didn't foresee ourselves 
having, and not knowing at first how to figure them out.  My advice to anyone else doing some 
creative writing, or working to a deadline, is to make sure you use your time wisely and always check 
over your work for ideas that don't make sense.  Don’t just make it a plot twist, less is more!  A big 
thank you to Richard from White Water Writers for the opportunity, and also the teachers for 
supervising (as well as helping at times).  I hope you enjoy the book.”

At a book signing at the Summer Fayre, hosted by authors Alishbah and Erika-Eliza , every copy 
sold out inside 2 hours.

The book, Matches, is still available on  Amazon.



Sixth Form Induction

The Sixth Form Induction Day took place on Tuesday 26th June 2018.  The students spent the morning at the school 
site gathering more information about their subject choices for next year, and working with AimHigher looking at 

future career aspirations.  In the afternoon, we visited Rosliston Forestry Centre to compete in a range of team 
building activities, including a scavenger trail and Frisbee Golf.



During the 18th – 22nd June 2018 the annual 
Paget Pioneers camping trip to Beaudesert 

Activity Centre took place.  Over the week we 
had the privilege of taking 25 students on this 
unique experience.  Each set of students had 

an activity program which ranged from 
traversing a via ferrata course, coracling on the 
lake, climbing the Eliminator, the aerial zip wire, 

negotiating the dark caving simulator and 
battling it out on the greasy pole.  

Additionally there were challenging team 
building activities and a relaxing film and chip 

night in the old chapel.
The aim is to allow the participants to push 

themselves outside of their comfort zone, try 
new experiences, interact meaningfully with 

others and build skills that will help impact and 
enthuse their learning.

Once again the young Paget representatives 
were thrilled with the experience and were 

excellent ambassadors for the school.

Year 7 - Paget Pioneers



Erasmus Project at Paget High School

Paget High School Erasmus+ Project is proud to share a 
snapshot of the activities foreign students participated in this 
June when they visited Paget High..

Following our visit to the extremely 
welcoming Portuguese school in 
March 2018 ….

…Students and staff, joined by Head Governor 
Tim Jones, shared educational activities…

We also enjoyed leisure activities with a typical ‘English’ theme 
(skittle alley knockout - won by Cyprus! and traditional fish and 
chips in Whitby)!

And, of course, a visit to Stratford upon Avon.

 

 
On the final day we had professional golf 
coaching at Branston Golf and Country Club, 
followed by a ‘knockout’ putting competition – 
won by Italy!

To end the week in style, we celebrated 
with a fabulous evening at the Winery 
before we said ‘Good bye’ and ‘Bon 
Voyage’ to our Erasmus delegates.

 

Erasmus+



 ESOL Classes

 
Parents attended another successful ESOL (English for Speakers of Other Languages) Course 
during the summer term at Paget High School. Lots of areas were covered  such as Internet safety, 
health & nutrition, British values to name a few. 

We had a visit from our colleagues at Burton Library to inform our students about further education 
and what was going on in the local community. 

If you are a parent and would be interested in  attending our courses please contact the 
school for further details, it would be great to see you! 

The Sports Leaders have enjoyed a very successful year this year. Some of the students who applied 
for the award were very apprehensive and lacked in confidence at the start, but soon understood the 
importance of planning, health and safety, communication and teamwork. 

The students have attended six different primary schools as well as schools coming to Paget and led 
an afternoon of activities during the Year 6 Induction Day. They have helped out at Netball 
competitions, Football festivals, Sports Days and Rounders’ Festivals. They have led over 380 
younger students and have been a credit to the school.

We continue to be very proud of our Sports Leaders who do lead with dignity and Pride and are an 
essential part of Paget’s ongoing success.

Sports Leaders Level 1 Award



Braillient!
Mohammed Khan, our blind student in Year 10, took up 
residency in our Maths department for his work 
experience placement in school during the last week of 
June.  The Maths Department, always keen to expand 
the horizons of our students, provided Mohammed the 
opportunity to develop a two lesson introduction to 
Braille which he then delivered to Year 7 and Year 8 
classes. 
 
The lessons worked around a PowerPoint presentation 
for which Mohammed had a script to read from.  (See 
slide examples below.)
 
The Year 7 / 8 classes were receptive and enjoyed the 
Braille lessons; they have found it a worthwhile 
experience and it led to some insights into the language 
of Braille.
 
Mohammed’s teaching assistant, Mr Turnbull, set up 
the equipment and acted as Mohammed's teaching 
assistant.

STAR MOMENT!
Mohammed is a student of

many talents . 
An athlete as well as a teacher!

(With guide Subhan)



In July the Year 12 Geographers visited Snowdonia, Wales in order to complete primary fieldwork 
collection for their coursework.  The students investigated a wide variety of locations from the coastal 

town of Rhyl for regeneration to the mountains of Snowdonia for the effects of glaciation.  

While in Cwm Idwal students were treated to a fly by of a RAF military jet. Students took part into a 
visit into Electric Mountain, one of Europe's largest hydroelectric power station set 1 mile inside a 

Welsh mountain.  

The field trip finished with a visit to Betws-y-Coed to investigate the changing functions of the village 
for tourism. Over the 3 days the students received an unforgettable experience including breath-taking 

scenery, fabulous weather as well as developing their independence.

Year 12 English Literature students visited Shakespeare’s Birthplace 
in Stratford-Upon-Avon on Friday 6th July 2018. We visited his 
family’s home, which is on a street in the middle of the town. We saw 
where he went to school, the grounds of where he built his New 
Place and then went to the church where he is buried, the Church of 
the Holy Trinity. We also saw the Royal Shakespeare and Swan 
Theatres – and lots of gift shops. We enjoyed a walk around the 
town and found out more about Shakespeare, his work and his life.

“We should go again! It was so much more interesting than I thought 
it would be.” -  “It was a sophisticated experience. We learnt a lot 
about Shakespearean times, their clothing and how they lived.” - “It 
was interesting to see some actors doing an open air performance in 
Shakespeare’s birthplace but we’d love to see a whole play next 
time.”  - “It’s amazing how clean the streets are! There are no pot 
holes and nobody was wearing jogging bottoms or tracksuits!”
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 Round Up

On Saturday 30th June 2018, two groups of Year 11 and Year 13  
Paget students set off on their assessed walking expedition through 
the Peak District.  The students had to carry everything for 3 days of 
walking and camping.  Despite the challenging heat, nine students 
successfully completed the 30 mile D of E Silver expedition. Well done!

Following on from this years success with Young 
Enterprise, Mr Griffin is looking for a new dedicated 
team of Year 12s to continue this innovative 
process. 

It is clear that to be successful our new team has to 
show fantastic skills of entrepreneurship and 
innovation as the 'virtual world' is the way forward. 

If you feel you have what it takes to join the team 
please see Mr Griffin when you come back in 
September 2018, hopefully with some good ideas.

Out of the 943 schools using Hegarty Maths, Paget is 25th for the most questions answered 
correctly per student and 27th for the time spent completing the tasks. This is a phenomenal 
achievement in our first year of using the site!! Many thanks go to the students for their hard 
work, and to staff, parents and carers for offering encouragement and support. 

Overall, nearly three quarters of a million questions have been answered correctly by Paget 
students; almost 2000 hours of maths videos watched; 13,000 hours of quizzes, with an 
average of 874 questions per student taking 18.3 hours!! Several students in all years will 
receive certificates/prizes for going above and beyond. They are : Muskaan T., Safina M., 
Thomas, Daniella V., Malica C., Lily D., Samuel D., Joel H., Dawda S., Aya Y., Malaika H., 
Ali E., Praththana S., Lauren A.

Paget amongst the top 3% of 
schools using Hegarty Maths!



Head Students Profiles: 

THE FULL PREFECT TEAM
Usama, Jack, Lili, Grace, Alex, Jade, Kelsey, Humairaa, Fazal, Iman, 

Mehmuna, Hannah, Javeria 

My name is Lili , and I am in Year 12. I 
am studying Business Studies, 
Sociology and History for my A levels.

My plan for the future is to get into 
university to read law to become a 
barrister and to specialise in human 
rights.  My first choice of university is 
Cambridge.

I stood for election, because I moved 
to England without speaking English 
just over 2 years ago, and I believe I 
have the right impact on younger 
students because of my experience.

Hello, my name is Usama and I am one 
of the Head Students of the Senior 
Prefect Team. I study Biology, 
Chemistry and Geography and aspire to 
do Pharmacy at a University of my 
choice. The reason I ran for this role is 
because I want to be more involved 
with the children at Paget and make the 
next year for them a year they will 
remember and also help them to 
progress in their studies. I will be here 
for anyone who needs advice or has 
any concerns.

Hi I am Sanaa (not pictured) I stood up for election because I am proud to be a 
student at Paget High School. I’ve been given support and encouragement to pursue 
my dreams such as this election but also applying to university. I’m hard working, 
determined and have a positive mind set on life. 

Sixth Form Prefect Team 2018/19

My name is Grace, I am currently 
studying BTEC Business and Level 3 
Health and Social Care. Once I leave 
Sixth Form I hope to gain work in either 
Catering of Business. I stood for election 
to help our students’ voices be be clearly 
heard by our community.



And Finally ..

Dear Head of School

I was recently at a cricket match at Derby when England 

Lions were playing India 2nds.   Partway through the match 

several young boys came around the ground to where 

England player Chris Jordan was fielding.  One of the 

youngsters told him he was a fan and Jordan fist-bumped 

him and several others.  Needless to say they were all 

thrilled!

I spoke to the boys and asked why they were not in school 

(truanting I thought!) but they told me they were the school 

cricket team and had a day out with their teachers.  As I 

live in Burton I obviously knew their school.

I just wanted to tell you how impressed I was with these 

youngsters.  They were polite while excited, were 

considerate when others behind asked them to not block 

their view, and continued to monitor each other so as not 

to be a nuisance.  They also provided my "bodyguard" in 

case a six came my way, and all thanked me politely when 

they'd had a go with my monocular.

Well done!  You have done a good job with these kids.  I do 

hope they go on to be serious cricketers.

Regards

CM


